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Non-Final Rejection 
Priority 

1. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. 
09/456,422, filed on 12/08/1999. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date 
of application for patent in the United States. 

1. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yoshida et al (US 5,715,233) 

Claim 1, Yoshida et al shows in Fig. 1 a disk cartridge 130 incorporating a disk- 
shaped recording medium 31 and having an opening portion 25 for carrying out a 
recording and/ or reproducing operation by a recording and/or reproducing device; the 
opening portion being closable so that the disk-shaped recording medium is shielded 
from outside by a shutter 26 (Column 9, line 25) arranged at the disk cartridge when 
the disk cartridge is outside of the recording and /or reproducing device, and when the 
disk cartridge is inside of the recording and/ or reproducing device, the shutter is 
moved to a position where the opening portion is open so that the recording and/or 
reproducing device can carry out the reproducing or recording operation from or to the 
disk- shaped recording medium; and a disk holder 3 being arranged at the disk 
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cartridge for holding the disk-shaped recording medium 31, the disk holder being 
configured so as to be mountable to a disk cartridge main body 2 along with the disk- 
shaped recording medium and detachable from the disk cartridge main body outside 
of the disk cartridge so that the disk holder holds the disk-shaped recording medium 
independent of any orientation of the disk holder and the disk-shaped recording 
medium when the disk holder is detached outside of the disk cartridge; wherein the 
disk holder holds information in respect of the disk-shaped recording medium, the 
information being presented by a recessed portion 32 which is formed in a portion of 
the disk holder 3 (Column 9, lines 45-53). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 2-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Yoshida et al in view of Haruna (US 5,048,008). 

Claims 2-4; Haruna shows a holder, wherein the information about the 

contents recorded on the disk are written on the label located at recessed portion 104 

on the lower half, on the label the contents recorded on the disk are written (Fig. 4, 

column 6, lines 32-35). It is also well known in the art that at the time the invention 

was made such a label is commonly used in such a holder. One of ordinary skill in the 

art would have been expected to add this label on Yoshida et aTs holder for carrying 

information. 
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In thus constructed device, the information is positioned on a bottom surface of 
the recessed portion formed in the portion of the disk holder (Claim 2); the information 
is positioned in the recessed portion, which can be used to distinguish the top and 
bottom face, i.e. includes at least information indicative of a side face of the disk- 
shaped recording medium incorporated in the disk cartridge (Claim 3); and the 
information is positioned in the recessed portion and includes at least information 
indicative of content of the disk-shaped recording medium incorporated in the disk 
cartridge (Claim4). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record in PTO-892 Form and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tianjie Chen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7570. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30, Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7579. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



